
Academy Council Meeting 29/05/25 

 
1.​ Kevin read through notes from last meeting: 

●​ School photographs will now accommodate siblings 
●​ Discussed low attendance  - final Academy Council meeting of the year on 

Tuesday 10th June will be a less formal, tea and biscuits, ‘drop-in’ session to try 
and encourage more people to attend. 

●​ Kevin said that he had fed back to year group managers about issues arising 
when a supply teacher takes the class. 
 

2.​ A parent raised a concern about a class in the school having a series of supply 
teachers. Kevin apologised and said that this was to do with a teacher’s long term 
sickness absence. Now that we have confirmed that this particular teacher will be off 
until May half term, we have been able to secure a single teacher to cover the class 
until then. This will ensure consistency for the pupils. Kevin has sent a letter out to the 
class explaining this and apologised that he was not able to do this sooner. 
 

3.​ A parent said that when they speak to a member of the administration team, that 
they are sometimes told to email in and are not spoken to face to face. Kevin 
explained that sometimes during busy periods,  it may not be possible to deal with 
parents’ concerns there and then, and they may be asked to email in so that it can 
be caught up later when things are quieter.  The morning is a very busy time for the 
office staff managing attendance and ensuring all the pupils are safely in school. 
 

4.​ A parent raised a concern about incidents on educational visits on trains and 
escalators in previous years when her child was in YR and Y1. She suggested that 
younger pupils should take private coaches on visits rather than public transport. 
Another parent thought that Mile End Underground station was too far away for the 
pupils to walk to. Kevin said that all visits are thoroughly risk assessed but he would 
discuss this with staff and we would ensure that things like walking on an escalator are 
covered. Kevin also said that private coaches are very expensive to hire (£1000 - 
£1500) and this would make the cost of the visit very expensive. 

 
5.​ A parent asked about ‘social stories’ saying her child usd to have these but they 

stopped. Kevin explained that these are primarily used by pupils with additional needs 
as a limited time intervention for example in times of change, when a class gets a new 
teacher. They are not supposed to be used on an ongoing basis. We do however 
monitor, and if it is felt that a pupil needs them again, then we will use them again. 
 

6.​ First aid notifications. Some of the parents at the meeting said that sometimes they 
didn’t receive notification that their child has had first aid treatment until afterschool. 
Kevin explained the system and said that occasionally the text notifications might be 
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delayed if the office is busy. Kevin said that midday meals supervisors would speak to 
teachers so that they are aware and parents are always called for more serious 
incidents. Kevin said that the school is trialling a new system shortly which will send an 
instant notification at the time of treatment. Parents at the meeting said they would 
welcome this. 
 

7.​ A parent raised an issue about boys and girls not playing together. Parents at the 
meeting discussed this and the general feeling was that this was normal 
behaviour and part of growing up. 

 
Next meeting Tuesday 10th June at 9.15am. This will be a coffee, tea and biscuits ‘drop in’ 
session. 


