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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Have you seen our ‘kindness wall’ out the 
front of the school? Have a look - there is 
some really great ideas from the pupils on 

there - and we could all do with some more 
kindness in our lives!

PUPILS ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Lately we have been made aware of an increasing number of 

problems outside of school with children using social media such as 
Snapchat and Tik Tok.

Children under 13 should NOT be using these apps. Please ensure 
you are keeping an eye on your child’s use of the internet. There is 

more information over the page.



MOBILE PHONES AND E-SAFETY

As you know, an important part of our curriculum is teaching 
pupils about esafety.

 We know that a lot of our pupils spend a lot of their time 
online, either through online gaming or on social media 

apps.

This can sometimes lead to contact with inappropriate people 
and/or exposure to inappropriate language.

We strongly recommend that you monitor your children's 
usage of the internet and that you are aware of what they 

are doing online.

Please see social media apps age ratings below.
More information from the National College here

More information on age ratings here

https://nationalcollege.com/library?sortBy=relevance&phase=15&q=social+media&amount=24&selectedView=grid
https://www.bbc.com/ownit/take-control/understanding-age-ratings


FEBRUARY/MARCH 
CALENDAR

Friday, 7th February - Number day

Friday, 14th February - LAST DAY OF HALF TERM

Monday 24th February - FIRST DAY OF HALF TERM

Thursday 6th March - Class photographs

Friday 7th March - World Book Day

Thursday 27th March - Parent sleep workshop

Monday 31st March - Provisional closure day for 
Eid

 



PARENT/CARER SCHOOL 
DINNERS!

There will be limited places available for 
parents/carers on the following dates:

Year 6 - Friday 25th April 2025
Year 5 - Friday 4th April 2025
Year 4 - Friday 28th March 2025
Year 3 - Friday 21st March
Year 2 - Friday 14th March 2025
Year 1 - Friday 7th March 2025 
Reception - Friday 28th February 2025
Nursery (Full time pupils only) - Friday 28th February 
2025

Click here to book a place.

You will receive an email/MCAS message to let you know 
if you have a place.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfBChpoqj6eQDewZznbzM5Er_ZwIjq027IC9eFKNRn8g54-UA/viewform?usp=sf_link


OLD FORD NEEDS YOU!

The Academy Council had a really 
good discussion recently about what 

more parents/carers could do to 
support the school and help out in 

things such as fairs and events. We are 
also looking at establishing a used 

uniform shop. 

If you would like to be part of this and 
would like to work with others please 

contact the school via the usual 
info@oldfordacademy.org email 

address or leave your details at the 
office.

mailto:info@oldfordacademy.org


AFTERSCHOOL CLUB 

The afterschool care club at OFPA no longer operates. We have made an 

arrangement with Olga Primary School who have agreed that we can use 

their club. Their club runs from 3.30pm - 6.00pm daily and children are given a 

hot meal.

Each day, a OFPA staff member will collect the children from Old Ford and 

walk them over to Olga (which is about 5 minutes walk away.) Parents/carers 

will then collect the children from there. More information about the Olga 

provision can be found here:

https://www.olga.towerhamlets.sch.uk/info/breakfast-and-after-school-clubs/

You can enrol your child through OFPA and we will pass your information on to 

Olga.

https://www.olga.towerhamlets.sch.uk/info/breakfast-and-after-school-clubs/


ACADEMY 
COUNCIL

The minutes from all historic 
meetings are on our website 

here

Our next meeting is on
Tuesday 4th March at 

9.15am
Come in person or join online 

here
Future meeting dates:  4th March, 29th 

April, 10th June

https://oldfordacademy.paradigmtrust.org/about-us/academy-council/
https://tinyurl.com/OFPAcouncil


ARE YOU SIGNED UP TO 
OUR ‘MY CHILD AT 

SCHOOL’ APP?

All our important information goes out 
via the app so sign up today!

To sign up, go to 
https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS

/MCSParentLogin
 

and click on the 'Sign up' link, via the 
App or on a desktop/laptop.

IF YOU NEED HELP SIGNING UP, 
WE WILL BE HOLDING DROP IN 

SESSIONS AT SCHOOL ON 
WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY AND 

FRIDAY AT 9.00AM

https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSParentLogin
https://www.mychildatschool.com/MCAS/MCSParentLogin




UNAUTHORISED ABSENCES IN 
TERM TIME

We follow government 
guidance on term time holidays 

(see here) and we do not 
authorise pupil holidays during 

term time. We encourage 
parents/carers to take their 
holidays during one of the 
scheduled holiday breaks.

You can be fined or face legal 
action for taking your child on 

holiday during term time.

https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence


NOTICES
CURRICULUM 

INFORMATION

Full information about how your 
child’s year group is organised, 
staffing and what they will be 

learning this half term is 
available on our website here

COFFEE MORNING
Every Thursday, 9.00am with Shabina

PLAYGROUND BEFORE AND AFTER 
SCHOOL

Please remember that there are no staff 
on duty in the playgrounds before and 
after school so parents/carers should 

supervise their own children.

Children should not be playing with balls 
or on the climbing frames

PARENTS/CARERS
Please do not use the pupil 

toilets before and after school!
These are for the children - not 

you!

https://oldfordacademy.paradigmtrust.org/curriculum/curriculum-letters/




PLEASE DO NOT PARK ON THE 
DOUBLE YELLOW OR ZIG-ZAG 

LINES WHEN YOU ARE 
COLLECTING OR DROPPING OFF 

YOUR CHILDREN.

TOWER 
HAMLETS 
PARKING 

ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICERS ARE 
CONDUCTING 

REGULAR 
PATROLS IN THE 

AREA









Click here to access the full booklet

https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Documents/Community_living/Cost-of-Living-Handbook.pdf




Click here for 
more 
information

https://oldfordacademy.paradigmtrust.org/early-help-resources/




FRUIT AT BREAK TIMES

If you would like to provide 
your child with a piece of fruit 

to eat at break/play time, 
please do so!

Please note: Only fresh fruit* is 
allowed.

No fruit snacks, bars or 
anything else!

*please give these to your child before school 
and do not bring into the office! Our staff are 

very busy in the mornings!



CAKE WITH KEVIN 
VALUES 

WINNERS!
Over the page…



THIS WEEK’S VALUES WINNERS

RI -  Amarah

Community - Amarah For 
always being so kind you all 
your friends and for always 
trying your best. Well done 
Amarah, keep up the good 
work.

1C- Caliph

I would like to nominate Caliph for 
an Excellence Value Award for his 
incredible work and effort in 
phonics. He is making great progress 
in learning sounds and always shows 
fantastic listening skills. Well done, 
Caliph!

RC -  Ameenah

Ameena is receiving a 
'Community' award for 
being a really kind and 
supportive friend. She helps 
her friends with their 
learning especially in 
Phonics. Well Done!



THIS WEEK’S VALUES WINNERS

 RE - Fathiha 

Although you joined reception late, 
you have come a long way. We 
are proud of the progress you have 
made and are making. Well done!

4E - Fawzia

Fawzia- You always work well 
on your own as well as in a 
group.  You quietly encourage 
and support others but also 
ensure your work is completed 
to a high standard. Well done!

3C - Inaaya

Excellence- for paying 
attention to detail when 
completing her diagrams 
in her D&T books. Your 
sketches were so detailed, 
you included different 
textures and annotations. 
Well done!



THIS WEEK’S VALUES WINNERS

 1E - Iqra
I have noticed how you have been putting 
lots of effort into your extended writing. I like 
how you methodically planned your 
sentences on a white board, then wrote 
them neatly on the line in your extended 
writing book. 
You are making excellent progress with your 
writing. Well done, keep it up!

3E - Ismaeel

Integrity - Ismaeel is always 
trying his very best in every 
aspect of his school life. He 
chooses to do the right thing 
even when others may forget. 
He is a strong independent 
learner and it is a pleasure to 
see his efforts grow.

5I - Khadija 

Khadija, you worked really 
hard to up-level your 
writing this week. You 
successfully included 
literary devices learnt so 
far. Well done. 5C - Mariyam

Your still life painting captured the 
tones and shades of the fruits very 
well! Your painting is a masterpiece 
and I am so impressed. Well done 
Mariyam B!



THIS WEEK’S VALUES WINNERS

1I - Muhammad Jawara Sukna

Well done for trying really hard in Maths. 
Keep up the good work!

2E - Paige

Paige, you have had such 
a great week! You've been 
in everyday and on time, 
working very hard. You've 
made great choices this 
week in and outside of the 
classroom too. Well done, 
I'm so proud of you.

2I - Samuel

Excellence - Samuel  well 
done for joining into class 
discussion and being 
enthusiastic and trying hard in 
class.

2C - Sophia

Excellence - Well done for your 
excellent effort this week in 
Extended Writing! I was so proud 
to see you trying your best to build 
sentences and use capital letters 
and full stops. Amazing work 
Sophia!



UNIFORM
Pupils should ONLY be wearing the uniform pictured below. If 

pupils are not in the correct uniform, we will be calling 
parents/carers for them to bring this in. NO ‘HOODIES’ OF 

ANY COLOUR



P.E. UNIFORM

Please make sure your child has black 
jogging bottoms or shorts and a black T-shirt.

Black T-shirts are available from the school 
office for £2.00

Scarves should be 
dark blue or black



REMEMBER - SCHOOL STARTS AT…

DON’T BE LATE!



How are lunches organised at 
OFPA?

● All pupils play in their playground.

● A midday meals supervisor will come out to the 
playground and ring a bell. All the children stop 
and look.

● The midday meals supervisor will hold up a sign 
with the name of a class on it (e.g. 3E) and all the 
children line up and are walked in to the dinner 
hall.

● This is repeated for all classes.

● At the end, a sign is held up saying ‘Last Call’  This 
is an opportunity for any children who have 
missed their lunch to go in.



 MENU FOR 2024/25
(From October 2024)













Save Soanes Centre Campaign 
Newsletter 
 
Setpoint London East is a 
small educational charity, 
based at the Soanes Centre in 
Tower Hamlets Cemetery 
Park, that has supported local 
school children since 1997 to 
discover the environment 
around them through 
practical, hands-on science 
and technology workshops. 
Each year, over 8,000 primary 
school children in Tower Hamlets and neighbouring boroughs visit and learn at the 
Soanes Centre. So why is the Council jeopardising local children’s access to nature and 
education? 
 
In July 2024, Tower Hamlets Council attempted to evict Setpoint London East from the 
Soanes Centre, their home of the last thirty years. With the support of artists Kin 
Structures and the volunteers of the Save Soanes Campaign, a coalition of community 
members, educators, and artists, Setpoint London East resisted the eviction. As a 
result, Setpoint London East has been able to continue providing pioneering 
environmental education to local school children. Unfortunately, despite the valuable 
education offered by Setpoint London East, the Council has still not offered a secure 
lease for the Soanes Centre. Without this agreed lease, Setpoint London East has no 

security, and it restricts 
their access to crucial 
funding that enhances its 
educational offer. They can 
be evicted again at short 
notice and therefore are 
unable to plan 
meaningfully for their 
future. Setpoint London 
East continues to invite the 
council to discuss a new 
lease. The Council has 
repeatedly refused the 
invitation. Learn more here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u81nnfDYyy8


How You Can Support Us 
 
As a result, the Save Soanes campaign has launched a petition with the aim of 
persuading the Council to grant Setpoint London East a peppercorn lease. A 
peppercorn lease would be a long term contract, but with a negligible rent in 
recognition of the services provided by using the space. Tower Hamlets Council has 
offered peppercorn leases before, in fact they have peppercorn lease agreement with 
the neighbours of Soanes Centre, the Friends of Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park. The aim 
is to secure 2,000+ signatures on the petition. Once the petition has 2,000 signatures, 
the issue has to be discussed by local councillors at their meeting. Sign here.  
 

Join Us 
 
Please join us for 2 informational drop-in sessions at the 
Soanes Centre on Monday, 3 February, and Thursday, 13 
February, between 6-8.30pm. Talk with Setpoint London East 
staff and trustees, and Save Soanes volunteers, to learn more 
about the campaign and how you might get involved.  
 
Contact information: savesoanes@gmail.com  
Instagram: @savesoanes 
Website: www.savesoanes.com  
 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd60cmxungVJqiLJRwnb8f1PonnKLC7948yBcOIuTIFwNdt8g/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd60cmxungVJqiLJRwnb8f1PonnKLC7948yBcOIuTIFwNdt8g/viewform?usp=sharing
mailto:savesoanes@gmail.com
http://instagram.com/savesoanes
http://www.savesoanes.com/

